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Comenius, by organizing his data about large principles,
instead of merely accumulating facts, had advanced
beyond previous attempts. Further, in his Didactica
he recommends that a great College of Pansophy, or
scientific research,1 be established, and in 1641, just be-
fore his call to Sweden, he went to England, at the invita-
tion of Parliament, to start an institution of this charac-
ter there. At Patak he even undertook to establish a
pansophic school of secondary grade, as outlined in his
Pansophiccz Schol<z Delineatio ('Plan of a Pansophic
School').
Pansophia as His Ruling Passion
This idea of pansophia seems to have been most keen
and vivid with Comenius all his life, but he was always
prevented from undertaking it to any extent by one acci-
dent or another, and was doomed to constant disappoint-
ment. Finally, shortly after his return from Patak, when
Leszno was burned by the Poles,2 Comenius barely es-
caped with his life, and his $ilva,'or collection of pansophic
materials, upon which he had worked for forty years,
1 He calls It a collegium didacticum.
2 The Moravians, who had suffered so severely from the Catholics
during the Thirty Years' War, were in secret sympathy with the Protes-
tant Swedes during their invasion of Poland.    After the peace was de-
clared, and several towns, including Leszno, were ceded to Sweden,
Comenius foolishly published a letter of congratulation to the Swedish
king, Charles Gustavus, and, in retaliation, the Poles attacked Leszno
and plundered it.